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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from 26 October on the following motion moved by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Mental Health) — 
That pursuant to standing order 69(1), the Legislative Council take note of tabled papers 534A–D (2021–22 
budget papers) laid upon the table of the house on Thursday, 9 September 2021. 

HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [4.06 pm]: I rise today to give my reply speech to the budget. 
This is my first reply speech to the budget, and from what I have seen, the format gives us a very wide brush to 
raise issues relating to WA in and out the budget. I have listened to a couple of speeches so far over the last few 
weeks, and I have heard different topics ranging from general criticisms of the government to a detailed economic 
analysis of the economy of WA. As this is my first speech in reply to the budget, I thought I would focus on my 
last five months of being in my role and some of the experiences and issues I have seen while travelling through 
regional WA over the last five months, especially in the Mining and Pastoral Region. 
In the last five months I have made several trips to the region and visited a number of different shires, towns and 
cities in various places, ranging from the Kimberley to the goldfields, Pilbara and the north west. As I have visited 
these places, I have seen some commonality in the issues and themes that have been raised with me as I have had 
conversations with organisations and people. None of these issues will come as a surprise to members here; they 
have certainly been debated at length. But be that as it may, I will raise them again. 
Firstly, we have the housing crisis and the lack of affordable housing in regional WA. This is certainly not an issue 
specific to the regions. It is a WA-wide issue, but it is being felt particularly in the regions, and certainly in the 
Mining and Pastoral Region. There is a chicken-and-egg scenario of a lack of houses to house workers and a lack 
of workers to build those houses. The second issue that has been raised with me is the skilled worker shortage. 
Again, this is not just specific to the regions. It affects a wide range of industries, certainly in the mining and resources 
sector, the building and construction sector and some government services as well such as police and nursing. Really 
underpinning these two issues is the global pandemic and WA’s hard border policy. I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge that in my opinion the WA government has done a good job to date with the handling of the pandemic. 
WA and Australia are in an advantageous position geographically compared with a lot of places around the world. 
It certainly has been a more straightforward exercise than in a lot of other places to close the border and keep the 
virus out. However, I acknowledge that the Labor government has done a good job to date keeping the virus out of 
our community and the economy ticking along. We see that particularly in the mining sector, which has contributed 
in a very big way to the historic $5.6 billion budget surplus before us. However—there is always a “however” in 
these things—it could be argued that the crux is still to come. That is, how do we lower the border and allow the virus 
to come in to our community safely without overwhelming our hospital system, which is already in a state of crisis, 
and keep the economy ticking along? I am glad the McGowan government has acknowledged that it is untenable 
and unfeasible to keep the virus out forever, that maintaining a COVID–zero policy is unrealistic in the long term, 
and that eventually we will have to lower the borders and let the virus in to our community. 
A lot of us have lived unabated for the past two years; the pandemic has not affected us and our lives have been 
relatively normal. However, many of us with family and friends overseas have felt the impact and certainly a lot 
of people in Western Australia have had their livelihoods impacted by global supply chain issues. People have not 
been able to travel over east and vice versa; people from the eastern states have not been able to come into WA. My 
concern is not with the government’s handling of the border policy to date, but with the lack of a clear roadmap or 
indication of what will happen after the border comes down. We have had a shifting vaccination target and a shifting 
date for when we can expect to be able to travel and enjoy freedoms such as seeing people overseas and in the eastern 
states. Earlier this year a date was communicated for when the state could expect to open up, which was November. 
That date changed to December, and then an April date was communicated to us by our Premier. After giving that 
April date, the Premier backed down from giving any hard target and moved to a range—an 80 to 90 per cent 
vaccination target before we could expect to open up. To my knowledge, no other jurisdiction in the world has hit 
that 90 per cent double vaccination target. 
Hon Kyle McGinn: I think Israel. 
Hon WILSON TUCKER: Israel? Okay. 
Given the Melbourne Institute reported a 30 per cent hesitancy rate in WA earlier in the year—I believe that now 
sits at 13 per cent—I find it highly unrealistic to expect that WA will hit that target anytime soon. I have no idea 
why it was communicated as a potential target. 
During the budget estimates I asked a range of questions of the Vaccine Commander, and this was also reported in 
an ABC News article. At the time the Vaccine Commander said that we were aiming for an 80 per cent target by the 
end of December. The next day the Premier made an announcement on mandatory vaccination, which encompasses 
75 per cent of our workforce, or 1.1 million workers. In line with our policy, an end-of-January target was given 
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to us. In the space of 24 hours, we have seen a backflip and a change of date. My concern is not around the border 
policy, but about communicating a clear date out of this pandemic. 
Another concern I have is around the visibility of the modelling or the health advice that is being used by cabinet 
to guide the decision-making process on the border policy, which is dictating the lives of two million people in this 
state. WAtoday attempted to obtain through freedom of information the modelling used by cabinet. It was rejected, 
citing cabinet-in-confidence. I asked a range of questions during the budget hearings about this modelling and these 
inputs. I am not concerned about seeing the decision-making of cabinet, or the sausage-making that is happening 
behind the scenes, but I would like to see the data and the science that is guiding that decision-making process. 
We all know that the Doherty report is being used federally, and that certainly will be used as a potential input here 
in WA. The Milne report has also been reported as a possible input. The responses to the questions I got was that 
cabinet uses a range of inputs, but they were not specific as to what those inputs are. Without this visibility, all we 
can really do is draw conclusions. The conclusion I draw is that the government is using modelling that suits its 
agenda rather than relying on the science to dictate its policy, essentially politicising the pandemic and cherrypicking 
the data to suit its narrative. 
The other concern I have is around mandatory vaccinations. This feels like a very heavy-handed approach. We are 
not seeing the carrot; we are seeing the stick approach here in WA. Western Australia does have a high hesitancy 
rate and that can be attributed to a number of factors. Certainly a lot of people in WA have not experienced the 
pandemic firsthand. They do not know anyone who has had COVID-19, so from that perspective one can understand 
their hesitancy. I will share with members a story about my time living in Seattle and experiencing the lockdown 
and pandemic for 16 months there. When the vaccine was available to a small cohort of people, there were cases 
of hundreds of people lining up for hours and hours at the end of the day to fight over the remaining few vials that 
were available. When the vaccine was open to the public I remember getting in line with thousands of people for 
a number of hours. It was almost like a carnival atmosphere. People were breaking protocol and high-fiving and 
celebrating. A lot of people had not been able to leave their house for 12 months, except to walk their dog or go to 
the shops, basically, so people did not care whether they got the Pfizer, Moderna or Johnson and Johnson vaccine; 
they just lined up and got their medicine. We really need to see more emphasis on the vaccine in WA as a way out 
of this pandemic. Just to be clear about the COVID tracking and the communication around the tracking, when we 
do get an active case in WA, I think it is important to communicate to the public and really emphasise that, but the 
same emphasis should be put on the vaccine. 
I will share another story about living in Seattle. Joe Biden put a hard target of 100 million vaccines in 100 days. 
This was echoed in Washington by the Governor, which is essentially the equivalent of a Premier. They fronted the 
cameras daily, set a hard target and really communicated the roadmap forward for what life would look like once 
people had had the vaccine. The government set a target of 100 million shots in 100 days, and then increased it to 
200 million and 300 million—and it hit that target. It was more of a carrot, not the stick, approach to communicating 
a way forward out of this pandemic. 
I will change tack now to talk about housing in WA and what I have seen, certainly in the Mining and Pastoral Region. 
We are all aware that there is a housing crisis and a housing shortage in the state. Recently a $2.1 billion investment 
has been made in this space, with $875 million invested in social housing, which is a welcome announcement. 
I congratulate the McGowan government on that funding. It could be argued that it was a little late, but it is better 
late than never. However, the depth is in the detail. It will be interesting to see how much of the funding will be 
given to the regions, particularly the Mining and Pastoral Region. For a lot of towns and cities in mining and pastoral 
right now—Kalgoorlie, Port Hedland and Karratha spring to mind—rental prices are up 25 per cent from last year 
and there is a housing availability of 0.1 per cent in some of these places. That is really driving some of the lower 
income people out the other end. Mining companies compete with private businesses and residents as well. Obviously, 
mining companies are able to throw a lot more money at the situation and drive up those prices. The moratorium on 
rental price increases has expired and owners of properties who are renting them are essentially price gouging and 
going above the market rate. 
A lot of mining companies have a memorandum of understanding with local councils to, essentially, use the local 
workforce first. There is an understanding that these local workers are members of the community, they give back, 
they help stimulate the economy and their children go to school. Previous governments—I believe the Barnett 
government—had a propensity to green-light mining companies to build separate dongas and separate communities 
outside town. The mining companies in those cases control the workforce. They control where workers sleep and 
where they eat and there is no integration or giving back to these small places. It is good to see that councils are 
pushing for a more integrated approach moving forward. 
Karratha and Kalgoorlie right now are striving to hit the 40 000 and 50 000 numbers that are more self-sustaining. 
Given the lack of housing now, they are struggling. If people look on Seek.com now, they will see about 200 job 
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vacancies in Kalgoorlie and on the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia website they will see about 10 properties 
available, so the numbers are not really stacking up at the moment. 
I refer now to Government Regional Officers’ Housing properties. I have asked a range of questions on GROH 
properties. I got some answers back on the availability of some of these properties in Kalgoorlie, and some of them 
have been vacant for three years. In one case, a property had been vacant for 10 years. There was a recent admission 
by the government that the current model for GROH properties is broken and under review. Certainly, no process 
is perfect but it is a welcome admission to hear that GROH properties can be managed more intelligently. Certainly, 
if a property has been vacant for 10 years in a dilapidated state, something is clearly wrong. 
I refer to the skilled worker shortage. We are certainly seeing this in a number of sectors. I think we are all familiar 
with the healthcare sector. Evident in the metropolitan area is the symptom of ramping, when an ambulance officer 
is unable to offload their patient because there are not enough resources at the hospital end and the paramedic has to 
stay with the patient, so the ambulance cannot get back on the road. The government made a recent announcement about 
taking international nurses and doctors, which is great to see, but the same provision should be extended domestically. 
There have been cases of nurses—a nurse in particular—who have struggled to navigate the complexity of the 
G2G system. It is extremely inflexible and they are not being offered the same compensation as the international 
workers. I asked a range of questions during a Standing Committee on Public Administration hearing about the 
G2G system, and was told there had been over 1 000 iterations of the app. Coming from a software background, 
I do not have a concern with 1 000 iterations of an app. I am certainly one to release smaller changes rather than 
go for the big bang approach. It smooths out that risk; however, there is no visibility into why those iterations were 
made and there is certainly no feedback for people who were potentially impacted by their G2G application. There 
is no visibility, transparency or flexibility when it comes to G2G. If we are in a pandemic, we are all in this together, 
but if a health worker decides of their own volition to come to WA, we should be rolling out the red carpet and 
making their life easy as opposed to the restrictions they currently face trying to get across the border. 
It has been all doom and gloom so far, but there are a couple of things I am excited to see and it would be great to 
see more of them. One is the hydrogen industry. It is fantastic to see WA getting on the front foot. We have a very 
capable Minister for Hydrogen Industry who has hit the ground running recently with some announcements in this 
space. As we all know, the Pilbara in WA is one of the sunniest and windiest places in the world. We are well 
positioned in the renewable space to try to diversify our economy and get out of the boom-and-bust cycle we find 
ourselves in, and our heavy reliance on iron ore. 
In the last couple of weeks, I have managed to visit Barrow Island, courtesy of Chevron Corporation, and view its 
carbon capture storage technology over there, which was exciting to see. I also managed to visit the Yara processing 
plant that is producing green hydrogen in a form of liquid ammonia. The plan is to export that to other international 
markets that do not have as rich renewables as WA does to use in the heavy industry sector. 
I will change tack now and switch to technology and to technology in Parliament. I think we all agree that 
connection with constituents is important; certainly for regional members, connecting to people is a challenge. 
WA is a very big place, and the Mining and Pastoral Region is the largest jurisdiction in the world, at least it will 
be for the next three years. Trying to encourage people to participate in our democratic process is a good thing 
in my opinion and there are a number of ways we can do that. E-petitions is one. It was great to see that this was 
a recommendation from the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges, which reviewed the standing orders, 
and it is being supported by the government. I made a submission to that committee and I am glad to see it has 
been made a recommendation. In my opinion it will allow for more people to participate in our democratic process. 
Circulating a printed petition in the Mining and Pastoral Region presents a number of challenges and e-petitions 
are a good way of being a bit more intelligent about it. 
Referendums is another issue. Again, WA is a very remote place; it is difficult to hold a referendum here and it is 
also very cost prohibitive. I think it is in the $2 million range. If we segue briefly into daylight saving, four referendums 
have been held on the issue. The last one, which was held about 10 years ago, was defeated marginally by 54 per cent. 
Given the Australian Bureau of Statistics data we will see for 2021, cross-referencing with referendum data, I believe 
daylight saving would have majority support in WA. Certainly, the cost of a referendum on the issue has been used 
as a counterargument considering how prohibitive it is and would cost taxpayers $2 million. E-referendums are 
a good way of overcoming that and would allow for a vote by the people, which is direct democracy, and is better in 
cases than the representative democracy that we see and some of the fuzziness that comes with it. E-voting is another 
way. We have e-voting in WA; it is available to small cohorts of people who have accessibility issues and struggle 
to get to a polling booth on election day. There is also a very significant undertaking by the Western Australian 
Electoral Commission when we talk about holding a statewide election. My Mining and Pastoral Region colleagues 
will be aware that it took about three weeks for the vote to come in at the last state election. I am advocating not 
to completely remove the traditional means of holding an election, but to use the printed version side by side with the 
electronic version, and do it in a smarter way, which would be cheaper and more cost-effective. 
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I note also that the Ministerial Expert Committee on Electoral Reform made a recommendation to increase voter 
equality in WA by using e-voting. In the Mining and Pastoral Region, there is about a 72 per cent voter turnout, which 
is lower than the 85 per cent in a lot of other jurisdictions. Going down to a polling booth in the Mining and Pastoral 
Region is not easy for a lot of people and a lot of people live in some very remote areas, so using e-voting side by 
side with traditional means would be a good way of overcoming that. 
In summary, WA is in a strong economic position. Labor has done a good job with the pandemic in my opinion. 
It certainly got lucky with a few factors that have contributed to a very high iron ore price, but it should certainly 
take those wins as they come. It is great to see emphasis on hydrogen in WA. It presents a very big opportunity to 
set an example to the rest of the country and the rest of the world given the abundance of renewables we have here 
in WA. There are some big challenges ahead in navigating the people of WA out of this pandemic. In my opinion, 
we need to communicate a clear road map and, ultimately, encourage people back into WA. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Colin de Grussa. 
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